
15A NCAC 03J .0404 OCEAN ARTIFICIAL REEF GEAR RESTRICTIONS 

(a)  For the purpose of this Rule: 

(1) "hand line" shall mean fishing gear that is set and pulled by hand and consists of one vertical line 

to which may be attached leader lines with hooks. 

(2) "hook and line" shall mean one or more hooks attached to one or more lines and shall include rod 

and reel, a fishing rod designed to be hand-held with a manually or electrically operated reel 

attached. 

(3) "spearfishing gear" shall mean spears, Hawaiian slings, or similar devices that propel pointed 

implements by mechanical means, including elastic tubing or bands, pressurized gas, or similar 

means. 

(b)  It shall be unlawful to use fishing gear in Ocean Artificial Reefs designated in 15A NCAC 03R .0119 except 

hand line, hook and line, and spearfishing gear, and except as further limited in accordance with Paragraph (d) of 

this Rule. 

(c)  It shall be unlawful to possess finfish taken with spearfishing gear in excess of a recreational limit within the 

boundaries of a designated Ocean Artificial Reef. 

(d)  The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, close the areas designated in 15A NCAC 03R .0119 to the use of 

specific fishing gear, including the gears otherwise allowed in Paragraph (b) of this Rule, based on biological 

impacts or user conflicts. 

(e)  The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, designate and modify Ocean Artificial Reefs in Coastal Fishing 

Waters of the Atlantic Ocean, based on biological impacts or variable spatial distribution, including shifted artificial 

reef material. 

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-182; 113-221.1; 143B-289.52; 

Eff. August 23, 2022. 

 


